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AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 


LrBrRARIANS, unlike the Surveyors and others, have not added “‘Royal” to their Association’s 
title, yet the Library Association is one of the few, and now one of the venerable, societies 
which draw their Charter straight from the King. More than that, after we had enjoyed 
fifty-three years with such status, our King became our Patron, and the Consort of the Heir- 
Apparent actually our President. It is in this proud position that we may share specially the 
sense of loss which the untimely death of George VI has caused in the world. Whether his 
patronage will be extended by his successor or not, we cannot be deprived of the consciousness 
of privilege which his recognition created, and we pay homage to the fine memory of him 
who bestowed it. Libraries are places wherein memories endure; our shelves prove that 
the most brilliant eras have been those with Queens-Regnant. All who work in them are 
the loyal servants of the new, youthful Queen Elizabeth, who will be as much Queen of Hearts 
in her own time as was her namesake four centuries ago. 


There was no public inauguration of Mr. Lionel Roy McColvin as President ; we under- 
Stand it was purely a Council matter. This semi-secret thanking of the Past-President and 
welcoming of the new one must surely have been considered from time to time by the Council 
and there are probably good reasons for the abandoning of the old manner. Then, the 
President took office at the Annual Conference in the presence of at least a thousand members 
and, in that presence, expressed thanks to his predecessor. This is so¢ a Council matter and 
we suggest that it should not be. The President is the head of the Association, not of the 
sixty excellent people who form the Council. He is ostensibly elected by the whole ; he works, 
travels, speaks for the whole. It must be granted that some attempt has been made since 
the war to hold a public inauguration at Chaucer House. These affairs have been badly 
attended but they were held in January and an isolated ceremony, thus arranged, in a place 
which cannot accommodate more than two per cent of the membership, is unlikely to be 
successful. 


Middlesex County amended its advertisement for a County Librarian grudgingly and most 
inadequately. One of the most populated and wealthy Councils can have hardly any conception 
of the service its library system gives to the County. 
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Most public librarians have been going through the budgetary machine this month ; 
a few, even of the larger libraries, report that estimates have been slashed. They, like everyone 
else, desire to make every contribution they can towards the recovery of the country, but the 
total annual library expenditure of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is 3s. 8d. per head of 
the population. It could be saved entirely by the abandonment of the public library system 
and the financial result would scarcely scratch the first page of the national ledger. Libraries 
are so essential today that only a fool would imagine that as a possibility. Any reduétion 
that could be made in the cost would have so infinitesimal an effect as to be practically worthless 
in a national sense. On what would savings be made in 1952 ? 


~ > * * * * 
Brown’s \lanua/ expresses the view that Statistics have value as enabling the librarian 
to know in what condition are his stock, his circulation and other figures and to give a quanti- 
tative assessment of them to his authority ; but their compilation should not be at the expense 
of the real work of the library. There is always a desire to reconsider the keeping of 
accounts, as it were, and it is not unhealthy that it is so. Sample figures, we are told, can be 
taken on typical days for issues and consultations ; a check on reading room use can be done 
on an average day of the week throughout the year, that is to say, on Monday in January, 
Tuesday in February and so on throughout the year which will give two days in a week at 
different times of the year. Then stock-taking, as first practised by Dr. Savage, one class 
every year. Some librarians may find this enough and from it may give a fairly accurate 
annual estimate of their performance. It must be realized, however, that others have a definite 
suspicion of estimated figures, however derived. For practical purposes the Sheffield Annual 
Report, which is noted on another page, is of far more value to the student assistant. Every 
activity of that generous and many-sided system is not only explained but the fullest figures 
are given for each of them. Incidentally, the coloured photograph of the garden-surrounded 
Eccleshall Branch Library in this Report is most engaging. 


We feel sure our readers will welcome the short article on the noble John Crerar Library 
which Mr. R. L. Collison, of the University Library Los Angeles, has written as a result of 
his visit to Chicago for the A.L.A. Midwinter Meeting. We hope to have articles of two 
other important Chicago libraries from his pen in later issues. 


* * * * * * 


We learn that Dr. John Adams Lowe, Direttor of the Rochester Public Libraries in New 
York, who has done so much to promote international librarianship with his interneship 
scheme is to retire this month at the age of seventy. His Overseas “internes” and many 
librarians in the U.S.A. who have profited by his work and vision have been writing their 
good wishes to him. To these, we are sure all British librarians would wish to add theirs. 


* * * * * 


In these pages we have drawn attention at various times to the increasing use of “perfect” 
binding, the unmsewn method which is apparently the most economical way of covering 
popular “consumable” books. “Patra” intorm us that their work on this matter has been 
limited to the factors which determine the strength of this binding (“as measured by laboratory 
tests”). They have been able to make recommendations on adhesives, paper and technique 
but they have not been able to pronounce on the relative durability of sewn and unsewn 
books in public library use. They are now experimenting with this, with books placed in 
such a library and meanwhile have an open mind on the subject. 
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The John Crerar Library 


By Roserr L. 
(The University Library, Los Angeles) 
Ar the corner of North Michigan and Randolph in Chicago stands a narrow fifteen-storey 
office building. From across the street the bitter lake winds drill the bones on a January 
morning, and it is with relief that one enters an unobtrusive door and takes the lift to the 
thirteenth floor to the John Crerar Library, long famous for its colleétions on science, tech- 
nology and medicine. On that floor visitors are required to hand in coats, cases and umbrellas 
before entering the library. ' 

The main department is on the fourteenth floor, and it is devoted to science and 
technology. In the ante-room is a collection of quick-reference works, and it is pleasing to find 
among them well-worn sets of many British publications such as the abstraéts of the Research 
Association of British Paint, Colour and Varnish Manufacturers, the Institute of Metals, the 
Research Association of British Rubber Manufacturers, the Building Research Station, etc., 
as well as the Index Aeronauticus and the Zoological Record. 

Beyond this is a large author and classified catalogue recording the holdings of some 
three-quarters-of-a-million volumes, and beyond this again is the reading room of which 
fully one-half is devoted to the recent numbers of some fifteen hundred of the more important 
of the ten thousand serials received by the library. Attendance in this library sometimes 
reaches as many as three hundred readers in a day. 

The John Crerar is a public institution which was privately endowed by John Crerar 
in 1894, Until the end of World War II it was able to continue its work with the income from 
its investments, but inflation (the cost of technical journals alone is calculated to have increased 
40 per cent since the war) has forced it to seek additional income elsewhere. Last year, for 
instance, it received sixty-five thousand dollars from local organizations which believe in the 
work which the library is doing and which make good use of its services. Even so, the number 
of Staff is less than the Librarian would like, and only four assistants (two reference and two 
technical) are available to operate the main department. Apart from Monday, when the 
Library is open until 9 p.m., daylight hours of 9.30 to 5.30 are kept. 

On the twelfth floor there is a large medical department which has a catalogue of the entire 
holdings of the library, and also an author catalogue of the combined holdings of all the 
medical libraries in Chicago. One of the important features of this library is the Senn 
Colleétion of material on the history of medicine which was transferred, by permission of 
the donor, from the Newberry Library some years ago. 

A development of especial interest to British librarians is the Research Information 
Service on the fifteenth floor. This was established in 1947 for the use of industrial concerns. 
Six assistants, each an expert in his own field, are employed to carry out research into the 
library’s materials on behalf of organizations which are willing to pay the cost of their work. 
This has been calculated on a cost-accounting basis, and does not include general library 
overheads, the fee working out at slightly over five dollars per hour. More than three hundred 
research projects have already been completed : one of the first was the preparation of abstracts 
of approximately seven thousand, five hundred articles for the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission 
for publication in Nuclear Science Abstracts. A regular monthly project for the past fourteen 
months has been the preparation and publication of a journal of abstraéts on aluminium for the 
Reynolds Metal Company. This department also does translations of technical articles, but 
limits its work to materials in the library’s stock. 

A little-known aspect of the library is its extensive holdings in railway technology : 
its colleétion is growing rapidly, has much rare historical material (including many important 
British items), and is said to be the best in its field in the United States. 

The John Crerar used to print its own catalogue cards, but it now prepares them by a 
photo-offset process. One copy of each card is sent to the Library of Congress union catalogue, 
and other copies are sold to various bibliographical centres in the area. The order system 
also has some unusual features : a Fanfold of several slips backed with carbons is electrically 
typed for each book. One copy is retained permanently as a record for accession purposes ; 
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another copy is sent to the bookseller; a third is inserted in the catalogue immediately to 
show that the book is expected. On receipt of the book this slip is replaced by another which 
indicates that the book is available for use, even during the period it is being processed. 
This is finally replaced by the completed catalogue card. All unused slips are kept in the book 
until processing is completed, except during any period of issue when they are filed with the 
charge slips. Similar systems are in use in many American libraries, the most frequent variant 
being an extra slip which serves as an order for the Library of Congress printed catalogue cards. 

The classification system used is the Dewey Decimal, with the library’s own expansions, 
but the books are lettered with a symbol indicating period bought, department, size and 
accession number within these limits. ‘Thus the symbol : 

TE 1 
337 
would be interpreted : 
T—Technical Department 
E—period 1950-1974 
1—size 
337—337th book bought (or received) in the set TE 1 
This has been introduced to bring about a saving in shelf-space in the stacks. Another 
economy has been the introduction of compact book storage on the lines indicated by Mr. 
Fremont Rider in his recent book, but without the use of boxes or labelling, inclusive labelling 
of the shelves being preferred. 

Two other great institutions in Chicago are available to the general public: Chicago 
Public Library and the Newberry Library. The three libraries have agreed to define their 
fields of specialization to avoid unnecessary duplication and to make their funds go further 
in the purchase of additional material. Thus the Newberry Library specializes in research 
into the humanities, and John Crerar in research into science, technology and medicine. 
In these fields Chicago Public Library will probably buy books for its circulation departments 
where they are needed, but will not always add them to the reference collections. In the case 
of the John Crerar, co-operation is particularly easy since the two libraries are on opposite 
corners of the same Street, and liaison is maintained by a weekly visit by the reference librarian 
of the John Crerar to the Public Library’s Acquisitions Department. 

The John Crerar is noted for its extensive work in the history of technology and science, 
and most British librarians are familiar with its excellent bibliographies of these subjects. 
No librarian who has the good fortune to visit this remarkable library can fail tocome away 
without a vivid impression of the vigorous and inspiring work which is being achieved by the 
Librarian, Mr. Herman H. Henkle, and his Staff. 


A Book Society 


I was privileged to be a guest at the annual tea party on January 12 of the Croydon Book 
Society. Its interest for me, apart from the meeting with old friends, and younger ones who 
are sons and daughters of former members, is that this is the oldest active society in my town. 
It has a reference in one of its records to its members in 1761 but it evidently was then by no 
means new. It consists entirely of professional people, the clergy, doétors, solicitors, archi- 
tects, accountants and “the gentry.” The Vicar of Croydon has always been president. 

Its purpose was and is to provide a selection of the best books and periodicals ; which 
progress from member to member in the settled order of a list which accompanies the books, 
each book being retained for a week by the member, who is responsible for passing it to the 
next name. 

In days of less austerity the annual meeting was a social event, a dinner at which 
assembled most interesting people. After it, as at this last tea party, the Secretary’s report 
was read, the Treasurer submitted his statement, and new members—there were five of them 
this year—were elected. 

An auétion followed of all the books that had been recovered from circulation. Some 
readers had not finished apparently, but most were there. The volumes were passed round 
the members each of whom had a printed list with one column showing publishers’ prices 
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and a blank one for the sale price. The Reverend President, Archdeacon Tonks, then assumed 
the quite effective if unaccustomed réle of auctioneer ; and bids, usually beginning at a half- 
crown but sometimes rising to beyond secondhand prices for favourite volumes, seemed 
always to be made. The proceeds were added to the annual subscription (30s.) and will go 
to the purchase of next year’s stock. The Honorary Secretary, who is Mr. Charles Blythin, an 
architeét who went to the same Croydon school as Lionel McColvin, and, incidentally, designed 
the new Westminster Central Lending Library, submitted a list of suggested books and further 
suggestions were invited. 

In our modern world of circulating libraries, public, private and commercial, this Society 
seems the survival of something long lost otherwise, from a remote past when Croydon was 
a town of about five thousand people in which a Jane Austenish circle served its intellectual 
life in this way. Can any of my readers tell me of another still active circulating book society 
that is more venerable ? 

W. C. Berwick SAYERS. 


Winchester City Library, 1851-1951 


By G. Scourre.p, F.L.A. 
(Deputy City Lilbrarian of Winchester) 
(continued) 

Notwithstanding certain stock deficiencies the public appears to have been even more 
enthusiastic about the possibilities of the new library service than the Council. Already, 
in February, 1853, a petition had been presented to the Council, signed by 428 “working 
men of the city” asking for an extension of opening hours until 10 p.m. and for the removal 
of the colleétion from the top of the building into the lower rooms. A stock of 324 volumes 
in a top back room may not sound a very impressive achievement, but a start had been made. 
If the library was on modest lines so was the population and the total rateable value of the city. 

For a long period progress was very slow. The difficulty of persuading citizens of 
means to become subscribers and the altogether inadequate income from the rate put 
insuperable obstacles in the way of book purchase. From time to time the Curator issued 
reports of which the following is a fair sample : 

“. . . circulation has not averaged more than 8 per week which is attributed to 
the fact that the books are not of a popular character.” 

The removal of the library to the ground floor in 1855 after many representations from 
townsfolk and councillors, together with an increase in the bookstock led at once to a 
four-fold increase in issues. The stock figure reached 1,000 in 1857. 

At the February 1858 Council meeting it was disclosed that Mr. Moody was preparing 
to apply for the position of Curator at the Hartley Museum in Southampton. Various 
councillors rose to testify to his character and to their confidence in his abilities and literary 
and antiquarian interests. One member : 

“.. . Said he considered Mr. Moody as great a curiosity as there was in the 
Museum ; and he should like to know why they wished to get rid of him [laughter] 
As their Curator, his services had been very valuable . . . and whatever sum 
Southampton might offer, he hoped the city would outbid it, and retain him.” 
Another insisted that it would be a great loss to Winchester and 
“*. . . did not see why their ancient city should be as a warming pan for the town 
of Southampton. . .” 

It was pointed out from the Chair that the funds available allowed no hope of any 
increase in salary, which at this date amounted to £40 per annum and free accommodation. 

The Curator returned thanks for these general compliments, admitted that he was most 
reluctant to leave the city, and concluded : 

“. .. in the words of Shakespeare, ‘My poverty, but not my will, consents !’” 

Nothing further came of the matter and Moody remained as Curator until his death 
in 1871. 

The opinion that the library would be the better for an injection of lighter fiction was 
canvassed in the local press in 1858. The suggestion bore no fruit in 1859, a year of financial 
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crisis in the library’s affairs, and the matter was not brought up in Council till 1860. In the 
course of the discussion one member showed that he moved in the wrong circles by expressing : 

“. . . his ignorance of there being any convenience for public reading in the 
institution, and never heard of people going there.” 

Despite a strongly held view that’ any money available should be spent on standard 
reference works those in favour of “popular” literature carried the day and the impressive 
sum of £5 was granted for the purchase of light reading. 

During the second decade library matters were obviously of decreasing interest to the 
Council. Questions of gaslighting and drainage began to occupy the foreground and only 
occasionally does the presentation of a library report provoke discussion interesting enough 
to be mentioned in the local press. Periodically the purchase of a few books was authorised 
and by 1865 the stock had risen to 1,500. Rate income was still only £100 in 1869. 

In the 70’s the erection of a new Guildhall led to a rearrangement of Council properties 
and the longstanding partnership between Museum and Library was for prattical purposes 
finally dissolved. By 1873 new premises in what was termed “Early English” style were 
provided for the Library on a site adjacent to the “Early French” Guildhall. The rate was 
increased to }d. in 1877 

“... in order to maintain the Free Library at a proper Standard [and] to purchase 
about £30 worth of books every year.” 

The report ot 1878, signed by Moody’s successor, J. E. Smith, strikes a gloomy note 
throughout. In his opinion the supply of books was very limited, accommodation was 
quite unsuitable, and the methods ot making books available to borrowers were extremely 
primitive : 

“. .. owing to the supply of books being limited, the borrowers have to select a 
large number before they choose one that is in. This takes up much time, as 
most of them have to wait till the Catalogues (2) on the table are at liberty.” 

“To place more catalogues on the table would be to stop their already 
exceedingly slow sale, scarcely six persons having furnished themselves with these.” 

Choosing a book appears to have been rather like entering for an obstacle race, and in 
these circumstances it is a little surprising to read that : 

“The borrowers without exception, have given evidence of their willingness to 
submit to the Rules of the Library, and no single instance of impatience, or 
incivility, has been discovered.” 

‘The Committee agreed to carry out Smith’s plans for a better service, but how much 
it was able to achieve is not clear. Six years later the library was open longer, but a decline 
in monthly issues to 110 suggests that the bookstock had not been much improved. 

From 1884 the story is one of steady though by no means swift improvement. A new 
librarian, J. T. Burchett, late of the firm of W. H. Smith, was appointed, and for the first 
time in its history the library was under the care of a man with a thorough knowledge of 
books and the reading interests of the public. A very rapid increase in registered borrowers 
and issues followed, and no further proof need be given of the extraordinary impression his 
work created than his own Statement : 

“The Committee, satisfied with the result of my work, increased my salary.” 

Betore three years had passed the Library was open all day and an assistant librarian 
had been engaged. Issues mounted steadily each year trom 4,288 to 44,333 in five years. 

Under the care of this able librarian the public library passed into the 20th century. 
The year 1905 marked the end of his 21st year of service. In a press interview he provided 
some interesting “period” views on the literary scene. 

He considered that reading tastes had improved since 1884. He did his best to exert 
influence on the choice of books but emphasised that it had to be unobtrusive. Recom- 
mendations were always considered but : 

“I get requests for OQuida’s novels and for the writings of Fielding and Smollett. 
I have to tell them we do not keep them, but I don’t disclose to them that they 
ought not to read them. My opinion is that the works of these authors are not 
fit for the shelves of a public library.” 
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Hardy was on the border line. Jude the Obscure had been banned, it was not “fit for 
even the immoral to read,” while Jess had not been purchased, though Burchett himself 
regarded it as a “charming book” and thought that the heroine 


. . +. Was too good to be hanged, even (sic) in Winchester gaol.” 


Authors popular in 1905 were Guy Boothby, Stanley Weyman, Marion Crawford and 
Conan Doyle, while Hall Caine and Marie Corelli tied for supremacy. Jane Austen was 
out of date “and only read by Students.” Burchett was no “Janeite” and he expresses 
vague surprise that 


. ++ persons who take out one volume of Jane Austen go through the whole of 
her works, one after the other.” 


Asked about the future of the library, Burchett replied that it needed reconstruétion, 
a larger income and an increase in Staff. 


rhe reading room really requires a man to constantly look after it. The readers 
throw the papers about so, and some make it a place for slumber. . .” 

Few changes were to be made until the passing of ten more years when, with the 
appointment of Alfred Cecil Piper, F.L.A., in 1914, the library was at last put under the 
control of a trained librarian. A thorough reorganisation was undertaken. The trans- 
formation in the reading room it was said would appeal to everyone except the loafer : 


“Gone are the benches on which many a ‘doss’ has been enjoyed, and gone too 
are the loafers who used to indulge in happy dreams while sprawling across three 
or four papers which other folk were anxious to read.” 


Open access was installed. Dewey was adopted and a classified card catalogue begun. 
The irrepressible newspaper reporter tells us : 


” 


“The books are arranged in classical form .. . 


The Reference Collection hitherto stored elsewhere was installed in a small room giving 
access to 12 readers. Our reporter is enthusiastic though somewhat misleading. 


“. . . here also readers will have direét access as in the great reading room of the 
British Museum.” 


Further progress was made during the librarianship of F. W. C. Pepper, F.L.A., 
appointed in 1921. During his period of office book stocks increased to nearly 4 times the 
1921 figure and issues nearly 5 times. He gathered together what is probably the most 
important collection of books, pamphlets and material on Winchester and Hampshire now 
existing in the county. Under his direétion the library moved into its present spacious home 
in the old Corn Exchange building. Winchester City Library faces the next 100 years with 
confidence. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 
A Goop Ha.r-Crown 


is that which I spent on the L.A. Students’ Guide, a portly demy-octavo volume with every 
kind of direétion in it to make a library student equally portly with his own consequence 
at being the subjeét of so much care. Rules, syllabuses in outline, pages of places where one 
can be taught, vast booklists and the whole series of papers set in the June and the December 
examinations, each half-yearly lot prefaced by a tinted title-page. This green bay-tree of 
professional guidance has a special place on my shelves. It is worth this mention, you will 
agree I am sure, because it must have raised in your mind, too, the question: does any other 
professional body devote so much literature to the training of its members ? But, then, from 
year to year our literature grows, most of it of course plagiarized or expanded from the 
works used by you and me. A single new idea seems to justify another text-book—“another 
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addition to an illustrious series,” to quote the restrained words of a reviewer of what I concede 
is a book which certainly does more. The Gwide in no way replaces lecturer or tutor ; its 
labyrinthine literature could be traversed and mapped only by one who, in each subjeét, 
knew the pedigree of the books recommended. In connexion with the L.A. exams., some of 
the very best work now done is that by Dr. Walford and his colleagues in The Library Assistant. 
The propoundings of possible answers to the December papers, given in the January-February 
issues, are evidence of informed and, as I think, successful scrutiny. They are also indications 
that the examinations are reaching a level of considerable difficulty, and not only in the Final 
Stage ; the Final, indeed, has become a quite advanced professional examination. With the 
modern special parts of it, librarianship is now shown to be a very various subject and the day of 
the Roger Bacon of our craft, with all librarianship as his province, to be definitely over. 
Meanwhile, I keep the Guide where I hope my lay visitors will see it and be impressed with the 
fearsome erudition which it will, quite wrongly, make them think I possess. 


TRAVELLING LIBRARIES 


My new friend, Gideon P. Bogge, has not met you yet; such meeting will be a tonic 
experience for you. He has been inspired recently by the L.A. pamphlet which comes under 
Mr. F. A. Sharr’s editorship, and I suspect largely from his pen, as a result of the County 
Libraries Section’s researches on County Library Transport or, more lucidly, “motor vans” 
or, less so, “Bookmobiles and their appurtenances.” He has written me a letter thereon 
which opens chara¢teristically, “What ! seven bob for sixty pages and nine, I suppose borrowed, 
illustrations! Books are dear and the L.A. as a publisher gives example to every other.” It 
does seem rather overpriced but unless every county buys a number of copies, which I am 
assured is unlikely, the returns at 7s. will not enable the authors to paper their walls with pound 
notes, especially as the price drops to 5s. for members ; in fact, the effective price is really 5s. 
Apart from that, I thought this one of the worth-while pamphlets in a somewhat uneven 
series. Gideon does not wholly agree. “It claims too much,” he goes on. “Vans were not 
invented by county libraries. They had one in Glasgow thirty years ago, before I was born.” 
Again, agreed, but it is in the county that they have become essential, for it is obviously not 
good sense to put a library within pram-pushing distance of all county folk. I know it has 
been argued that where there is a case for a village school there is equally one for a village 
library ; but we also know that to-day many children have to be taken to schools some miles 
away from their homes ; and, even if the schools could accommodate libraries, this would 
not remove the need for delivery and exhibition vans. 


I have wandered thus from my correspondent. I like the pamphlet, in spite of its complete 
obsession with county problems, recognizing that it was prepared for county use. He goes 
on to say that the L.A. publishes too much and hasn’t even the excuse that its publishing is 
profitable. I can’t answer this without recourse to the Association’s profit and loss accounts. 
I would suggest that what is expedient for us may not always be financially profitable but may 
Still be the best use of our money. He also wants to know if the L.A. should be allowed to 
prescribe the syllabus, provide the training for it, appoint the examiners, and publish the text- 
books ? Well; why not? What convincing case can be made for any other system ? I have 
a suspicion that there is one, but I don’t know it. But who can prevent it? You see, 
Gideon is even more discursive than I am, occasionally, inclined to be. His dreams take him 
into the future. “ These cars and bibliomobiles—as Colonel Mitchell said of the term ow//ier 
libraries, “a new name for a new thing” (which wasn’t as new as all that)—may be the best 
thing for the present ; so let us develop them. Are they yet equipped with a public address 
apparatus or do they go into the village street and merely honk three bibliothecal blasts on 
the klaxon of “the duo-tone type?” The otherwise silent approach would seem to be the 
missing of opportunity. With the p.a.a. congenial music pos be broadcast along the lanes 
with interludes of injunctions that Reading maketh a full man, The man who does not read 
cannot grow, Let us open the regions of the world to you, Come to us for the romances of 
all time, and any more such that can be found or invented. Then the outer sides should be 
cinema screens with ever changing pictures drawn from Enser’s list of books that have been 
filmed, Choose the driver not only for his automobilistic skill ; he must have that because 
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ANNOUNCING THREE NEW BOOKS 
to be Published on March 27th, 1952 


NAPOLEON III IN ENGLAND 
By Ivor GUEST 


An important study of the last French Emperor’s years in this country—as exile, 
monarch, and again as an exile. With illustrations from the Royal collection, by 
gracious permission of H.M. the late King George VI. 


Royal 8vo 23 illustrations 18s. Net 


SECOND EMPIRE MEDLEY 
Edited by W. H. HOLDEN 


Contributions by distinguished British and French authors. A beautifully illustrated 
volume on the Court and social life, wit and humour, of the romantic and brilliant 
French Second Empire. 


Demy 8vo 28 illustrations 15s. Net 


MUSIC HALL STARS OF THE NINETIES 
By GeorGe Le Roy 


The author, himself a professional artiste of forty-nine years’ standing, gives an 
interesting and authoritative account of thirty great Stars and the turns which made 
them famous. A fascinating book and a valuable addition to theatrical history. 


Demy 8vo 12 illustrations 12s. 6d. Net 


Publishers : 
BRITISH TECHNICAL & GENERAL PRESS 
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he must drive at reasonable speed in narrow, often blind country lanes, and turn into con- 
tracted spaces, or pass into entrances which seem to have been designed for a wheelbarrow, 
not a motor vehicle. I am told also that he should be selected by weight as every Stone adds 
to licence costs.”” Here I think we have an anachronism but I, also, was told to remember 
weight by a well-known mobile library pioneer. “He should have histrionic and musical 
qualifications ; if he can play the pan-pipes as the Punch-and-Judy men used to do, could 
he not draw to the van at each stopping place as by magic the dwellers in Arcady ? Would 
not a portable, folding Punch and Judy show be a splendid accessory, providing that the 
driver could manipulate it ?” Surely it is publicity we want, and P. and J. is a more universal 
attraction than Hamlet, The Street Car of Desire, or even The Love of Four Colonels.” 
I think Gideon had already got beyond himself here but, no, he has other flights. 


“EXPERIENCE Warns Us 
that every age thinks itself the most advanced ever. We talk about the present as if it had 
solved library problems ; it has not got beyond the early railway age in practice, in spite of its 
faint conception of possibilities. In libraries it has only just touched the edge of the petrol 
age and can see afar the electronic, and has a very misty conception of the atomic. Can you 
really believe that in twenty or, at the furthest fifty, years’ time we shall be honking along 
country lanes in £1,500 vehicles which will then seem as modern as the Old Bill bus seems to 
be today ? I trow not. Already I have been reading of a private library concern which 
operates an airplane service. New books and periodicals travel to the borrowers across 
hours of car-road miles in a few minutes. Modern books last a shorter time than does sterilized 
milk and must be delivered to the reader almost before they are published. My future county 
library will have a heliocopter express service to at least six centres daily—one hour at each— 
with a total of two hours of flight to and between. It will carry quite as many books and 
librarians as any van and will be in contaét by radar and radio with H.Q., and with any centre 
whatsoever. Why don’t librarians tune themselves to the progress of science ? ” 
That, Eratosthenes, is, I think, about enough of Gideon P. Bogge for one session. 
He seems to have read County Library Transport carelessly, because an icy Appendix II should 
have told him that “gongs, bells and sirens are prohibited.” Surely this should read “syrens,” 
for some of the sirens I have seen in vans would snare any rustic Odysseus—if, unimaginably, 
they chose to do so. Moreover, “no audible warning instrument may be sounded when the 
vehicle is stationary.” ‘The pan-pipes might be regarded as a warning instrument by purists, 
even when their alleged purpose was the contrary. You and I will not be led by my new friend, 
who, you see, has all the equipment of semi-youth, to disparage an excellent contribution to 
one of the most civilized a¢tivities of the public library service. 
I hope this letter will appear at a time when Mr. Sharr, the author of our pamphlet, who 
has been ill, has been restored to his usual beneficent activities. 
Girrs SOLICITED 
I see that one of the not-particularly-distressed northern boroughs is faced with increased 
expenditure for books and is not willing, any more than my own authority is, to grant it. So 
the book fund must be cut. Said a worthy alderman, much money would be saved if an 
appeal were made for gifts of books. O sancta simplicitas ! 1 am constrained to echo from 
Cauchon. Of course I get very many gifts. I have even read invitations to readers issued by 
a quite eminent librarian and gifts should always be welcomed ; but that any of the normal 
book-money is saved by them I cannot believe. There was a time, before my day day even, 
when in their primitive poverty library committees appealed to authors for free copies of their 
works, as who should appeal to a baker for free loaves for others to eat, or to publicans tor 
free drinks to pass on. Thank heaven, such begging is now extinét! Nevertheless, I should 
like to know how you would encourage gifts—or, would you ? 
Vale ! 
CALLIMACHUS. 


We do not hold ourselves re: sponsible. for ‘the opinions @ writers on “LETTERS ON Our AFFAIRS.” 
—Lditor, THe Lisrary Wor.p, 
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Now Published in London 


THE WORLD IN COLOUR SERIES 


Abvailable this month 
Scandinavia 


This luxurious book maintains the standard set 
by the other titles in this series. The hundreds of full-colour 
illustrations and the amusing text bring vividly to life the 
history, folklore, art, literature and customs of the people. 
As the Olympic Games are being held in Finland and 
Norway in 1952, this book is certain to find a ready welcome. 

440 pages. 


Edited by Doré Ogrize 


54 30 - 


Italy 


The splendour of Italy’s past 
and the colour, charm and variety of her 
present come vividly to life in the hun- 
dreds of full-colour illustrations, old 
prints and line drawings which fill this 
indispensable guide to one of the most 
historic and fascinating countries of the 
world. 480 pages. 


The Paris We Love 


With the aid of 300 full-colour 
illustrations and contributions from such 
famous men as Jean Cocteau, Jules 
Romains and André Maurois, the 
traveller is led through those parts of the 
city known only to the Parisian. This 
book is a faithful guide, philosopher and 
friend. 512 pages. 


The Provinces of France 


In these pages the real France 
emerges—her scenery, history, customs 
and character. With 300 illustrations in 
colour and a detailed map for each 
province, this book is an invaluable guide 
and a souvenir to be treasured, 508 pages. 


McGRAW-HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY LTD. 


ALDWYCH HOUSE 


LONDON, W.C.2. 
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Topicalities 
Edited by A. G. S. Enser, F.L.A. 
(Tottenham Public Libraries) 


The question of increased subscriptions 
appears to have roused more interest in the 
constitution and funéttions of the Library 
Association than anything else has over the 
past few years. 

Mr. Luke, County Librarian of Denbigh- 
shire, has raised the point concerning the 
wisdom of allowing past Presidents of the 
L.A. a seat automatically on the L.A. Council. 

It occurs to me, too, that the time is oppor- 
tune to investigate whether membership of the 
L.A. should not be confined solely to chartered 
librarians. 


It does seem absurd that the newest un- 
qualified member of the L.A., has the same 
voting power as the chartered librarian in all 
concerns of the Association. It does not 
happen in other professional Associations. 
Also, there appears to be little rhyme or reason 
in permitting institutional delegates all the 
privileges accorded to professional members, 
even voting powers. 

Dr. Savage, not so very long ago, called 
for a real professional Association. He saw 
quite clearly then what was needed. Today 
the need in even greater. 


What do YOU think ? 


THIS MONTH'S CHOICE 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION’S 
(County Libraries Seétion) S/agecraft and the 
Theatre. Where credit is due let it be given. 
This readers’ guide is worthy to rank with 
anything commercially produced. Paper, 
type, layout and content are first-class. All 
concerned in the production are to be con- 
gratulated on work well done. 


HONOURABLE MENTION 


BURY’S Your Library List, Winter, 1951-2. 
Could be bracketed with the month’s choice. 
A handsome looking booklet of the highest 
printing standards. 

HAMPSTEAD’S Selected List of Additions, 
February, 1952. <A foldover, in deep blue on 
light blue, catering for adults and children at 
the same time. 


PADDINGTON’S Book News, February, 
1952. Another foldover, in brown on white, 
Special mention is made of the facilities 
available for readers in planning their holidays, 
A word in time... 


ROCHDALE’S Book News, Winter, 1951, 
A booklet, with cover in pale yellow over- 
printed in deep blue. The introduétion is 
devoted to noting the books most in demand 
during 1951. It is refreshing to find no mock- 
modesty in referring to the popularity of 
Read’s Revelation of Childbirth. 


SHOREDITCH’S Book News, January, 1952. 
This booklet also includes much information 
on what the public library service provides, 
items of which the public are often completely 
unaware. 


SWINDON’S In Print, February, 1952. 
As usual, up to date, in purple on off-white, 
and including a seétion devoted to “This 
Royal Throne of Kings.” 


TAUNTON’S New Books, January, 1952. 
A severely practical foldover, in black on light 
blue. The open letter from the Borough 
Librarian is a good idea. 


Library Reports 


By HersBert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 


ABERDEEN.—Ci¢y Librarian, Marcus K. Milne, 
A.L.A. Population, 182,714. Rate, 3.36d. 
Income from Rate, £26,914. Total Stock, 
205,764. Additions, 13,833. Withdrawals, 
8,234. Total Issues, 1,020,294. Tickets, 
55,275. Branches, 6. 

A particularly gratifying feature of the year’s work 
was the continued increase made of the Reference, 
Commercial and Technical Libraries. On numerous 
occasions every available seat in the Central Reference 
Library was occupied, and additional seating accom- 
modation had to be provided. Students from the 
University are the main users of this department. 
\geregate book circulation showed an increase of 
16,498 when compared with the previous year, although 
issues to adult readers for home reading were below 
last year's figures. From the various children’s libraries 
issues showed an increase of over 31,000. In its first 
year the Mobile Library issued 76,579 volumes, and its 
visits have been extended to other distri€éts. More than 
30,000 items were dealt with in the bindery department 
of the Libraries. The City entertained the Scottish 
Library Association for their annual Conference in 
September. 
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Children’s Books 
in 
LIBRARY BINDINGS 


wide selection of Books in the undermentioned 


series always available. 


LADYBIRD 
TOBY TWIRL 
LITTLE NODDY 


JUNIOR 
TEACH YOURSELF 


AMELIARANNE 


LITTLE 
GOLDEN BOOKS 


G. BLUNT & 


NICHOLAS THOMAS 


BEDTIME 
STORY BOOKS 


SANDMAN’S STORIES 


GOLDEN 
PICTURE BOOKS 


ODHAMS 


LITTLE COLOUR 
BOOKS 


SONS LTD. 


LIBRARY BOOKBINDERS AND BOOKSELLERS 


Head Office & Works :— 
NORTH ACTON ROAD 
HARLESDEN, 

LONDON, N.W.10 
ELGar 741 1-2-3 


Showrooms :— 

LONDON, 

M USeum 5630, "0335 
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Brisro..—C/+y Librarian, W. S. Haugh, B.A. 
F.L.A. Population, 442,281. Rate, 5.1d. 
Income from Rate, £73,745. Total Stock, 
470,924. Additions, 62,329. Withdrawals, 
46.911. ‘Total Issues, 3,839,619. Tickets, 
171,413. Branches, 15. 

After over 31 vears’ service, Mr. James Ross 
retired from the post of City Librarian in January, 1951, 
He was succeeded by Mr. W. S. Haugh, who had been 
Deputy City Librarian since March, 1947. During the 
past vear book circulation achieved a new record total, 
and showed the huge increase of 329,238 over the 
previous year In adult lending departments every 
class of non-tiétion recorded increased demand, the most 
Striking advances being in philosophy and the tine arts. 
Consultations made in the Reference Library were also 
far larver than in the vear before. An innovation in the 
Central Lending Library has been the scheme whereby 
parents may borrow books for children under cight 
vears of age. A new branch library was opened during 
the vear to serve the Fastville and other housing estates 
Nhe library service in the Hospital and H.M. Prison, 
the latter only just over a vear old, were successfully 
continued and extended. Returns from the Library 
Bindery show that a total of over 40,000 items were 
dealt with during the year. 


Preston.—Borough Librarian, A. Downton, 
M.A., F.L.A. Population, 119,243. Rate, 
9.4d. Income from Rate, £26,657. ‘Total 
Stock, 171,703. Additions, 22,973. With- 
drawals, 4,482. Total Issues, 776,187. 
Tickets, 52,760. 1 Branch. 1 Travelling 
Library. 

\ll departments showed increased aétivity when 
compared with the year before. Circulation reached a 
total 45,858 in excess of the previous vear’s figures. 
Ihe Reference Library was again widely used, the 
accommodation there often being taxed to capacity. 
\lthough working in cramped quarters the Branch 
Library is Still very popular and recorded a substantial 
increase in issues. The activities of the Travelling, 
Hospital and Prison Libraries were also extended. A 
highly important addition to the Libraries was the gift 
of Mr. J. H. Spencer of his valuable collection of 
material relating to Francis Thompson. A scheme ot 
interavailability of tickets with the County Library has 
been put into practice for a trial period of two years. 


Librarin, J. P. Lamb. Popu- 
lation, 512,834. Rate, 8.38d. Income from 
Rate, £100,563. Total Stock, 506,410. 
Additions, 75,532. ‘Total Issues, 3,742,592. 
Tickets, 248,269. Branches, 13. Library 
Centres, 17. 

\nother successful year’s working is here under 
review. Compared with the year before book circula- 
tion revealed an increase of 154,888. All departments 
showed either no change, or an increase in the propor- 
tion of non-fiétion issues. The comparative decline in 
the use of fiétion continues. The average daily issue of 
books in the Reference Library constituted a record. 
There was an increased demand for material in the 
Local History Library. A new library centre was opened 
during the year. The two branch libraries opened within 
the last cighteen months continue to retain theit 


popularity and report circulations almost on par with 
the older established libraries. Cinema shows again 
proved very popular, and attracted audiences to the 
total of 22,876 during the winter months. The recently 
installed photocopying apparatus has been put to good 
use, 445 items having copied for enquirers. 


Round the Library World 


Nores AND News oF NATIONAL, UNIVERSITY 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY AFFAIRS 
IN 1942 the Library of the Polish Ministry of 
Education was founded. Later the title was 
changed to the Polish Library in London and 
on April 1st, 1948, to the Library of the Polish 
University College, by which name it is at 
present known. The Library has now a 
Stock of approximately 55,000 volumes, in- 
cluding 700 books on deposit from various 
sources and 10,000 volumes on permanent 
loan from the Polish Air Force Association. 
Some 90 per cent of the works are in English 
and the other 10 per cent in Polish. 


\n intermediate floor is being constructed 
in the reading room of Queen’s University 
Library, Belfast, to provide the necessary 
minimum of accommodation for books, 
readers and library staff over the next five years. 
It is hoped that the work will be completed 
by Oéttober, 1952. 


The fifth edition of ““The Use of Books and 
Libraries,” issued by the University of 
Minnesota Library, has recently been distri- 
buted. The new edition refleéts the changes 
which have taken place in the field of reference 
books during a period of little more than two 
and a half years. Of the nearly 300 titles 
mentioned, 30 are new or new to this work, 
while 34 have been omitted because they are 
now out of date or have been replaced by more 
usable material. The work is primarily 
intended, of course, for use in the University 
of Minnesota’s Division of Library Instruétion, 
but it is of considerable general interest and 
value. 


In an article by Frederick Lewis Allen in 


the November, 1951, issue of the Bulletin of 


the New York Public Library, appears the 
following encouraging paragraph, which we 
quote with full acknowledgment: “You are 
not simply assistants to idle curiosity, or even 
entrepreneurs of ¢ntertainment ... You are 
also custodians of a great store of learning— 
purveyors of perspective—conductors on the 
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SNEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM 


National Library of Scotland 


Mills Memorial Library 
Victoria Public Library 
University College 


Edinburgh 

* Ontario 

* British Columbia 

* Potchefstroom, S. Africa 


University of Orange Free State * Johannesburg 


University of Natal 
University of Ibadan 


* Natal 
* Nigeria 


These Libraries in the course of construction have adopted 
the SNEAD SYSTEM by 


LUXFER LIMITED 
Waxlow Road, Harlesden, London, N.W.10 


Telephone: ELGar 7292 


Telegrams: Luxfer Harles London 


GEORGE RONALD 


Ready Now 


THE STRUGGLE FOR 


TRANS-CAUCASIA 


(1917-1921) 
FIRUZ KAZEMZADEH, Ph.D. 


An important and well written history of 
the strategic area lying between Persia and 
Russia, the Caspian and Black Seas, during 
the turbulent years 1917-1921. It gained 
the author his Ph.D. at Harvard and is 
introduced by Dr. Karpovich, Professor 
of History, Harvard University. 


Demy 8vo; Index; bibliography ; maps; 
25s. net < 


_ 2 ALFRED STREET OXFORD 


The Theological Writings 
of 
EMANUEL 
SWEDENBORG 


can be obtained from 


the book-room of 


THE SWEDENBORG SOGIETY INC.) 
SWEDENBORG HOUSE, 
20, BLOOMSBURY WAY, 
LONDON W.C.1 


REFERENCE & LENDING LIBRARIES 
FREELY AVAILABLE. 
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road to understanding. And above all you 
are participants (you will never know how 
often) in intelleétual exploration and creation. 
It is your happy task to put the past at the 
disposal of the future.” Mr. Allen is writing 
a “Consumer’s Report on the Library,” and 
although he refers to a particular, famous, 
library, we feel that his understanding remarks 
have a general application which will be 
welcomed by long-suffering librarians. 


The foregoing paragraph reminds us that 
in the revised “Dewey,” 123.57 has been 
omitted. It was the number for “Worries 
and Trials of Librarians.” 


The Récamier Archives have been acquired 
by the Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris. These 
important collections include thousands of 
letters of Mme de Stael, Chateaubriand, 
Benjamin Constant, de Broglie, Prince 
Augustus of Prussia and others. 


During 1951 the Municipal Library of St. 
Gall in Switzerland celebrated the 400th 
anniversary of its foundation by the humanist 
and reformer, Vadian. 


That excellent little publication, Tse Durham 
Philobiblon, which was founded by Mr. D. G. 
Ramage, Librarian of the University of 
Durham, a year or two ago, has now reached 
Part 6 of its first volume. The Standard 
maintained is high and the magazine provides 
admirably for the publication of notes and 
discoveries at Durham which in themselves 
would be too short to form articles for the 
professional journals. 


The recent addition to the Henry E. 
Huntington Library building will house many 
reference works hitherto scattered in odd nooks 
and corners, as well as new accessions. It 
will also enable the Preparations Department, 
long divided into two seétions, to be united 
in one large room. In addition it will provide 
underground vaults, with many feet of rein- 
forced concrete above them, for the safe- 
guarding of selected rare books, MSS. and 
pictures in any case of national emergency. 
The latest Annual Report of the Library shows 
a Steady and considerable decline in attendance 
during recent years, viz. 1947-48, 159,965 ; 
1948-49, 151,121 ; 1949-50, 140,594 ; 1950-51, 
132,688. 


During the first three months of 1952, 
and up till Commemoration Day on April 6th, 
Cape Town will be celebrating the Van 
Riebeeck Festival. Historic paintings in the 
South African Library will be on display in 
the exhibitions of art and the Library is 
responsible for the section of the Union 
Education Department’s exhibit at the Festival 
Fair. But the Library’s chief contribution 
will be an extensive exhibition in the Library 
itself, illustrating, by selected books, maps 
and atlases, the development of a number of 
aspects of South African life during the past 
three hundred years. There will be roughly 
a thousand exhibits and the Organizing 
Committee is issuing a substantial bi-lingual 
catalogue. 


The cramped conditions in Nottingham 
University Library continue to cause anxiety, 
as does the paucity of available funds for books 
and binding. Nevertheless the Librarian 
reports material progress and increasing use of 
various sections of the Library. 


Little has been published about fore-edge 
painting and its history, so readers may find 
particular pleasure in an informative article by 
Muriel C. Figenbaum on “The Wiggin 
Collection of Fore-edge Paintings” which 
appeared in the January issue of Ie Boston 
Public Library Quarterly. 


Reference to Ultrafax has been made more 
than once in this column. No librarian of 
the future will be able to afford ignorance of 
this method of facsimile transmission employ- 
ing eleétronic scanning and many of the other 
features of television. Photographic means 
are employed for recording the messages. 
A full scientific account of Ultrafax appeared 
in April, 1949, in the Journal of the British 
Institution of Radio Engineers. 


Dr. Curt Wormann, Director of the Jewish 
National and University Library, Jerusalem, 
recently visited this country under the auspices 
of the British Council, to see university 
libraries and schools of librarianship. Among 
the places visited by Dr. Wormann were 
London, Oxford, Manchester and Nottingham. 
Before being appointed to his present post in 
1947, Dr. Wormann was lecturer in general 
literature and library science at the School of 
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Librarianship in Berlin from 1930-33, and 
became Librarian of the Municipal Library at 
Tel Aviv in 1937. 


At Oxford the conversion of the Schola 
Naturalis Philosophiae (more familiarly known 
in recent times as the Chinese Room) into an 
Entrance Hall for the Old Library should add 
considerably to the comfort, convenience and 
enjoyment of all who visit Bodley. The old 


entrance, by the south-west corner Staircase of ° 


the Schools Quadrangle, has always been 
extremely inconvenient as the main entrance 
to a great Library. No space was available 
for a porter or for the reception of parcels, or 
for the assembly of visitors under cover; nor 
was there anywhere for readers to leave coats 
and umbrellas before mounting the Stairs to 
the Arts End. The new Entrance Hall, 
designed by Sir Hubert Worthington in closest 
harmony with its surroundings, provides for 
all these needs. 


Book Selection Guide 


A Descriptive List of Books 


of Interest to Librarians 
PROFESSIONAL 
Witp (Elisabeth) Visual Aids in Public 
Libraries. Frontis. Illus. James Clarke. 
8s. 6d. net. 

A concentrated conspeétus of the many sorts of 
aid which are now Stored, and many of them, circu- 
lated by libraries ; with one chapter of description and 
another on policy and costs. Has a brief bibliography. 
WINCHELL (Constance M.) Guide.to Reference 

Books. Seventh edition, based on the 
Sixth edition by Isodore Gilbert Mudge. 
Chicago, American Library Association. $10. 

This edition of a classic has been redesigned, 
enlarged and modernized. The expansions are general 
but are especially noticeable in science and technology 
and annotations are fuller as is the index. Its references 
under Libraries are meagre but, as a whole, the book is 
calculated to maintain its high reputation as an American 


source book. 
REFERENCE 
CaBEEN (D. C.) Gen. Ed. A Critical Biblio- 
graphy of French Literature. Vol. IV. 
The Eighteenth Century, edited by George 
R. Havens and Donald F. Bond. Syracuse 
University Press. $6. 

An excellent example of the best type of modern 
critical bibliography, arranged under broad subjeé 
headings, with a full index. The use of black-faced type 
for headings makes for quick and easy reference, 
and by the use of symbols, a large number of sources 


BOOKS 


ON 
NATURAL HISTORY 
AND 


BIOLOGY 
New, Second-hand, Old & Rare 


CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 


WHELDON & WESLEY 
LTD. 

83:84 BERWICK STREET 
LONDON, W.1 


Phone: GER 6459 


are given. Well produced, and of a handy format, 
this will be an invaluable guide for any student of French 
literature, and should be in every reference library. 
Pike (E. Royston) Encyclopaedia of Religion 
and Religions. Allen & Unwin. 30s. Od. net. 
This compaé work of reference will be most 
useful, ranging as it does over the founders and tenets 
of most of the faiths of the world in articles which 
range from a paragraph to studies of some thousands 
of words. Its claim to be unbiased, accurate and 
up-to-date is justified, so far as we have been able 


to test it. 
GENERAL 

Assorr (Mary) Decorating Craftwork. Illus. 
Muller. 6s. Od. net. 

For homecraft workers this praétical little treatise 
deals with chinaware, glassware, leather, fabrics and 
woodware, and there are chapters on Barbola and on 
the use of colour, sealing wax, gesso work, pewter and 
Stencilling. 

Carter (E. F.) Model Railway Power 
Signalling and Point Operation. _ Illus. 
Percival Marshall. 9s. 6d. net. 

The first work on the subjeét. It describes in 
non-technical language and with many diagrams all the 
processes involved. 

Cooper (Martin) Russian Opera. Col. frontis. 
Illus. Parrish. 7s. 6d. net. 

Traces the history of opera in Russia from Italian 
and French origins and the gradual development of a 
truly individual style, as shown through the work of 
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Mussorgsky and others, to the new productions of the 

Sovict East The author, who is music critic of The 

Spectator, writes wittily and with scholarship. 

“The World of Music” series. 

Dantecs (W. J.) and Tucker (H. B.) Model 
Sailing Yachts. Illus. Percival Marshall. 
10s. 6d. net. 

The authors write trom lite-long experience in 
the design and sailing of models and both are vice- 
presidents of the Model Yachting Association. The 
result is a practical and engaging work with a wealth 
of details, backed by good illustrations, that every 
model-maker will value. 

(George) Australian Setting. 
Evans Bros. 12s, 6d. net. 

\n attempt to compress the vastness of Australia 
into a readable book of 164 paves. ‘The book is by no 
means “vivid and unforgettable”; the chapters are 
skimpy, and anecdotal in Style so that very little 
impression of the atmosphere of Australia is given. The 
illustrations, however, are excellent. 

Hocarr (A, M.) Caste : a Comparative Study. 
Methuen. 15s. Od. net. 

The author, a well known anthropologist (1884- 
1939), writes on the universal nature of the caste 
system in earlier cultures. He worked with Dr. 
W. H. R. Rivers in Fiji, Tonga, Samoa and elsewhere, 
spent ten years in Ceylon as Archaeological Com- 
missioner and later was protessor of Sociology in 
Cairo University. On researches based on this wide 
experience he throws new light on the problems of 
racial segregation and social integration in a_ brief 
highly-concentrated volume. 

Jackson (Stanley) The Life and Cases of 
Mr. Justice Humphreys. Frontis. Illus. 
Odhams Press. 15s. Od. net. 

The late Rt. Hon. Sir Travers Humphreys was 
one of the greatest authorities on Criminal Law in 
Great Britain and his biography, enhanced as it is by 
many illustrations, will be welcomed by all who are 
interested in criminology. 

Jacoss (Arthur) Gilbert and Sullivan. 
frontis. Illus. Parrish. 7s. 6d. net. . 

The author is the music critic of the Daily Express 
and is well qualitied to write a charming little work on 
the well-known librettist and composer who entertained 
several generations of music-lovers. 

Jupp (Percy) Vocal Technique. Sylvan Press. 
10s. 6d. net. 

Dr. Judd, a lifelong teacher of singing, and 
himself a singer, is an advocate of the training methods 
followed by the old Italian masters. The work is a 
practical course of training which will be valued by all 
who are interested in the ‘surprising deterioration in 
the adtual technique of singing” and its probable 
causes and possible remedies. 

Lawrence (Lady) Indian Embers. Col. 
frontis. George Ronald. 16s. Od. net. 

Lady Lawrence (we Rosamund Napier) has owned 
two British names distinguished in India’s history, 
draws upon her diary to recreate a piéture of the daily 
life of the country as experienced by civil servants— 
village lite, jungle, desert, cruising, dispensing justice 
and governing. A valuable personal document. 


Illus. 


Col. 


One of 


| 


Lestiz (C. R.) Memoirs of the Life of John 
Constable. Frontis. Col. illus. Phaidon 
Press. 12s. 6d. net. 

First published in 1843, with a second edition in 
1845 from which this welcome reprint is made, we 
have here in a most convenient form the classic, 
intimate biography of the greatest English landscape 
painter. As librarians already know, it is composed 
mainly from his letters. It owes much, however, to 
its distinguished artist author. The extensive and 
admirable series of illustrations enhance a treasurcable 
book. 

MACKENNA (PF. Severne) Chelsea Porcelain : 
The Red Anchor Wares. Illus. F. Lewis, 
L7 7s. Od. net. 

\n excellent account of the history and manu- 
facture of Chelsea porcelain, with interesting chapters 
on “ultra-violet reaction,” fakes and sale catalogues. 
One hundred and fifty-six illustrations form an essential 
feature of the book, which is well produced. 
Neuratn (Marie) Rockets and Jets. Col. 

frontis. and illus. Parrish. 7s. 6d. net. 

A piéture book with appropriate text about 
modern planes, rockets and space ships of the future ; 
the details are technically accurate. One of “a 
revolutionary series for children.” 

Nock (O. S$.) British Trains Past’and Present. 
Illus. 4 col. Batsford. 16s. Od. net. 

The well-known railway writer supplements his 
“The Railways of Britain” with this well-produced 
and profusely illustrated account of engines and the 
rolling Stock they have been hauling in the past hundred 
and twenty-five years. .\ popular and well-informed 
work which covers also the earlier history and the 
difficulties and achievements of the present. 
Parker (Winifred) and Srron (Dora) 

Lissentials of Modern Dressmaking. Illus. 
Evans. 10s. 6d. net. 

This is certainly the day for home dressmaking, 
and it may as well be executed in the best Style and latest 
fashion. The work under notice will teach women of 
every class to express their personality and make the 
most of their good points when creating their new 
clothes. Details are given for cach Stage of progress, 
from the choice of material to trimming and decoration. 
The seleétion, knowledge and handling of materials 
are described in full and the book will prove useful to 
all who are interested in the subjeét. 

SpeNnceR (Philip) Flaubert. A Biography. 
Frontis. Faber. 25s. Od. net. 

The author of ‘Madame Bovary” is well enough 
known to English readers, but since a biography of 
his appeared in the English language much new 
material has come to light and in the present volume 
has been made good use of. Mr. Spencer commences 
his very readable biography by Stating that Flaubert’s 
life is the history of a predicament—first as a man and 
then as an artist. He then proceeds to explain his 
Statement and very creditably he does so. Every lover 
of French litecrature—and there must be thousands in 
this country alone—should obtain this interesting 
work and study it. There is a Seleét Bibliography, 
cleverly divided into three seétions, The Works, The 
Life and the Translations, the last seétion being in 
the nature of a summary. 
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SveN HEDIN. German Diary, 1935-1942. 
Translated by Joan Bulman. Dublin 
Euphorion. 15s. Od. net. 

This Diary of the, notoriously pro-German and 
even pro-Nazi, famous Swedish explorer is published 
by a Dublin firm. It contains a record of the conver- 
sations the author had, and of the various negotiations 
he carried on, with the leading men of Nazi Germany, 
including Hitler himself, during the war. The anti- 
Allied bias is sustained throughout in spite of Hedin’s 
repeated professions of historical objectivity. Chara¢ter- 
istic is a quotation, out of one of his own works, 
almost at the end of the book : “‘This war will go down 
in history as President Roosevelt’s war.” 

Wacker (Dora M.) Freemen of the Sea. 
Illus. Brown & Sons. 10s. 6d. net. 

True Stories of sailors of all kinds from ship- 
builders to lifeboatmen. A fascinating book for old 
and young lovers of the sea and sea-faring folk. 
WHEELER (Opal) Paganini, Master of Strings. 

Frontis. and Illus. Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 

Born in Geneva of poor parents, Paganini began 
his wonderful career at the age of six, when his father, 
discovering the child’s love of music, sent him to gain 
coppers in the Streets and cafés of the town. When 
Signor Servetto heard the boy playing the violin he 
offered to teach him and from that day Nicolo never 
looked back. His first concert was given at the age of 
eleven and others followed in many of the important 
European cities. The book is written in a style which 
young people will enjoy and the illustrations by Henry. 
S. Gillette add greatly to the interest of this short 
biography. 

WynpHam (Horace) Chorus to Coronet. 
Illus. British Technical and General Press. 


16s. Od. net. 

A popular and romantic account, with good 
portraits, of “‘all those aétresses who have married 
into the British peerage.” 

FICTION 
ALLAN (Luke) Blue Pete at Bay. Jenkins. 
8s. 6d. net. 

The Story of Pete, the half-breed who gets the 
better of rustlers and evades the trap they lay for him. 
Cowboy fiétion that is extremely popular. 
Biackmore (Peter) The Blue Goose. Ward 

Lock. 8s. 6d. net. 

The Portal family get a lot of fun out of life which 
all readers will share in. The characters of father, 
mother and their two daughters are admirably drawn 
and the story goes with a swing. 

DortEN (Ray) Sweetheart from Afar. Jenkins. 
9s. 6d. net. 

Jean Murchison on a voyage to Australia meets 
Ralph Borden, falls in love and marries him, and after 
a time regrets what she has done. But her emotional 
Struggle ends in contentment at last. 

Hatt (Barbara) Beguile My Heart. Jenkins. 
9s. 6d. net. 

Alice, Murrow was married, a marriage that was 
much the same in emotional quality as a million others. 
Then she meets William Sherwell and complications 
set in. In the end things right themselves. 
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KniGut (Kathleen Moore) Bait for Murder. 
Hammond. 8s. 6d. net. 

A murder in a boat and an amateur woman 
deteétive. Background of a lovely island, and a 
surprising denouement which will thrill all readers. 

“4 JUNIOR 
Frpter (Kathleen) The Brydons Catch Queer 

Fish. Lutterworth. 7s. 6d. net. 

A volume in the “Brydons’’ family series, with 
the inevitable complications that follow the removal 
of furniture to a new house. But the complications 
are resolved in a house-warming party. 

Forte (Kathleen) The Little Black Calf. 
Col. illus. by Arnrid Johnston. Warne. 
5s. 6d. net. ; 

The calf was too adventurous and went wandering 
in the wide world, getting joy and trouble in the 
process, so that he was pleased to return home. The 
pictures in black and green are very effective. 


NEW EDITIONS 


CuurcHiLL (Winston Lord Randolph 
Churchill. Illus. Ports. Odhams Press. 


21s. Od. net. 

This biography of his distinguished father, first 
published in 1905, has been out of print for many years 
and this excellently printed and moderately priced 
re-issue will be welcomed, not only for its subjeé 
and manner, but also for the indireét light it throws 
upon influences that shaped its author’s own career. 


lon 
| 
in 
we 
sic, 
= 
to 
| 
ble | = 
| 
is. | 
nu- 
ers 
Ics, 
tial 
ol, 
put | 
; 
a 
nt. | a 
| = 
his 
sed 
the 
the 
ra) 
1S. 
est 
of | 
the if 
cw 
als 
to 
of 
es 
z 
nd 
nis 
he 
in 


472 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Merk (Lois Hayden) Your Child’s Develop- 
ment and Guidance Told in Pictures. 
Ed. 2, revised. Illus. Lippincott Company. 
24s. Od. net. 

With 101 photographs and 62 line drawings to 
illustrate her work, Dr. Meek, who is professor of 
psychology, Stanford University, writes to enable 
parents to understand their young children better and 
to provide them with a basis for the decisions that 
have to be made every day. A prattical work in every 


way. 
BOOKS RECEIVED 
(Inclusion in this list does not preclude 
subsequent review) 

Carrer (Mary) A Christmas Holiday. Col. frontis. 
Pickering & Inglis. 3s. 6d. net.—Fatp (Mary Alice) 
Trudy’s Uphill Road. Col. frontis. Pickering & Inglis. 
7s. 6d. net.—Grisste (Leonard) Speed Dermot— 
Junior Reporter. Frontis. Burke. 6s. 6d. net.— 
Hauimpay (Michael) Take a Body. Evans Brothers. 
9s. 6d. net.—Harreran (E. E.) Gunsmoke Valley. 
\ Western. Hammond. 7s. 6d. net.—Hartvey (L. P.) 
My Fellow Devils. Barrie. 12s. 6d.—Hor_eER 
(Sydney) The Web. Alvin Redman. 9s. 6d. net.— 
Lerrn-Ross (Sylvia) Beyond the Niger. Illus. Lutter- 
worth. 7s. 6d. net-—Macteop (Kathleen M.) Julia 
in the Sixth Form. Col. frontis. Pickering & Inglis. 
7s. 6d. net.—Mayo (Arnold) One Corner of Hell. 
Jenkins. 8s. 6d. net—Vicxers (Roy) Murder in 
Two Flats. Jenkins. 9s. 6d. net. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 
“Tue Liprary 

16¢h February, 1952. 
Dear Sir, 

I note that on page 448 of the February 
number of THe Lisrary Wor pb, you mention 
that we do not take THe Lrprary Wor tp. 
I cannot explain how this came to be missed 
out from the record in the North Western News 
Letter, from which you gleaned your inform- 
ation. The fact is that we hold a file of this 
periodical from June, 1948. With reference 
to your sentence, “Finalists must lean to 
Correspondence Courses,” reason for this is, 
of course, that there is no other provision in 
the North West. For the first time last year 
an experiment was tried and a course in 
Administration was arranged at the Liverpool 
College of Commerce, but it has not been 
repeated this year. 

Yours faithfully, 
Jane A. Downton, 
Borough Librarian. 
The Harris Public Library, 
Preston. 


[We are glad to have Miss Downton’s 
letter.—Ept1ror.] 


Tue Eprror, 
“Tue Lrprary Worvp.” 

February, 1952. 
Sir, 

Mr. Enser, in his “Topicalities” (February 
issue of THe Liprary Wor.p), refers to the 
proposed motion by the Council to increase 
the amount of subscriptions paid by members 
of the L.A. Mr. Enser is wrong, both in his 
facts and in his assumptions. 


In the first place, the Council’s motion in 
1950 was not to increase the rate of subscription 
but to increase the Registration fee for 
Associates and Fellows—an entirely different 
matter. Secondly, Mr. Enser assumes that 
“there is very little opposition to the necessity 
for increasing the subscriptions of members of 
the L.A.” Here again, he is under a mis- 
apprehension, as I can assure him there will be 
considerable opposition to the increased rates— 
unless the Council show concrete evidence 
of economies effected or contemplated. 


It is a fallacy to assume that increased 
expenditure must be met by increased sub- 
scriptions, and to ask a Junior Assistant 
earning {150 p.a. to pay £2 2s. a year to an 
Association in whose affairs he has little or no 
say is asking too much. And will the proposed 
increased subscriptions produce the extra 
£5,000? I very much doubt it; whereas 
reduwed subscriptions, intelligently graded, 
based on “‘ability to pay,” might well produce 
more ! 


It must also be remembered that there are 
some 3,000 persons engaged in the Library 
service who are not members of the Association, 
Surely it should be the policy of the Council to 
try and get all engaged in the service to become 
members of the L.A., and thus increase not 
only the finances but also the efficiency of the 
Association, and ultimately of the whole 
library movement. Increased subscriptions 
alone is not, I venture, to suggest, the answer. 


Yours, etc., 
Eric R. Luxe, 
County Librarian. 
46 Clwyd Street, 
Ruthin. 
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